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The Japanese Government then decided to make a
friendly gesture to the other nations. "Fourteen of us
correspondents, who had refused to remain pickled in Tokio,
were allowed to travel with the Army, but it was like a
party of Cook's tourists with the supervising officers as
guides. We saw w^hat we were permitted to see, and the chief
duty of the officers looking after us was to keep us from
anything. We did see part of the battle of the Yalu from the
walls of Wiju, but when one Japanese company was an-
nihilated, we were ordered back to camp."

With the arrival of spring weather the correspondents
were permitted to cross the Yalu River; in a grove beside a
temple the Army built each of them a magnificent little
camp. Jack swam, played bridge and other games, but his
movements were limited to a radius of a mile and a half
. . . while the Japanese were out bombarding the Russian
entrenchments.

It was difficult to work when held captive forty miles
behind the line of action, yet he did his best. He made a
careful estimate of the Japanese Army: "The Japanese
soldiery and equipment command universal admiration."
He wrote analyses of the military tactics and manoeuvres of
both armies, He took photographs, utilising the training
Bessie had given him with a camera, of the Army on the
march, digging trenches, making camp, caring for its
wounded, the first war pictures to reach America. Though
he sent out nineteen dispatches and hundreds of photographs,
he had to wait until he got back to San Francisco to learn if
the Examiner had received them. "I am disgusted!" he cried.
"I'll never go to a war between Orientals again. The vexation
and delay are too great. Never were correspondents treated
in any war as they have been in this." By June he was ready to
go home, for he knew that he was wasting his time. "I am
profoundly irritated by the futility of my position in this
Army and sheer inability to do any decent work. The
only compensation for these months of irritation
is a better comprehension of Asiatic geography and
character,"